REFLECTIONS

Scene 121 A in the script called for Adam to walk into the Xiong house then become aware of
what is actually happening in his life. The only dialogue in this scene is Adam asking himself, “What are
you doing?” Everything the audience needs to know about Adam’s guilt, fear and regret should be
apparent just from looking at his face. “This is a shot where Adam starts to realize the ramifications of
what he is doing,” explains Jack Messitt. “We see him coming through the front door and walking down
the hall. He sees something but we, the audience, don’t know exactly what it is. At this moment, all the
emotional ramifications of what he’s doing are hitting him and we see this in his face. Then as the camera
starts pulling out, we realize we’ve been looking at Adam in the mirror. He’s been looking at himself and
that’s what has triggered the realization that he can’t do this anymore. To me, it’s a very powerful,
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emotional scene.”
Technically, of course, this
is a very difficult shot to
capture. “Reflection shots
are always tricky because
of the angle of the lens,
and where the actor has
to be in order to see his
reflection, but not the
camera itself.” Explains
Gregory Collier, “We need
to establish very specific
marks for both the actor
and the camera. Moving
an inch either way will
ruin the shot.”




THE CRANE SHOT

On Friday April 21%, we arrived on set to discover that, during the night, a platform had been
constructed outside our Xiong house and an enormous crane had been carted up the hill. These two tasks
had been done on one of the steepest and most narrow hills in Hong Kong in the dead of the night. This
was quite an accomplishment, and there was excitement on the set when the crew arrived and saw all this

equipment in place.

The crane was ordered for a complicated establishing shot of the exterior of the house. The
platform needed to be built to create a level surface for the crane and track. (An establishing shot is one
where the audience is shown an overview of where the scene is taking place; it “establishes” both time

and place.)

The filmmakers wanted to show the sweep and glory of this Victorian mansion: Even though

the house itself was build
directly into the hill without
any kind of driveway or
front yard, we were going
to fake the shot so that it
looked like there was an
elegant and extravagant
approach to the house.

In this scene,
Adam and Lynda are
sneaking into the hero
house. He is about to
surprise her with the news
that he has purchased the
house for her as a wedding
present. The scene called
for the two actors to drive
up to the house, get out of
the car, walk to the front
gate and climb the stairs.
So, the camera was to start
at the top of the mansion,
pan down in front of the
porch, hit the gate as the
two actors approach from
the left side of the fram,
and then follow them up
the stairs.

This may read
as a simple scene to shoot,
but the actual filming was
one of the most difficult
and complex shots of the
entire production.
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ABOUT BIGFOOT ENTERTAINMENT

Founded in 2004, Bigfoot Entertainment is an
international entertainment company producing
independent films for the global marketplace. The
company finances and develops feature films,
documentaries and reality TV shows, many of which
have received industry accolades, festival awards
and have been distributed throughout the world.
Featuring both well-established and up-and-coming
American and international talent, Bigfoot releases
have shot on location worldwide including the
United States, Hong Kong, China, Africa, Europe and
Vietnam. Bigfoot Entertainment produces many of
its projects at Bigfoot studios, a wholly-owned
subsidiary that encompasses six sound stages and
on-site state-of-the-art post-production facilities.

Headquartered in Los Angeles with studios in Cebu,
Philippines, Bigfoot Entertainment creates content
reflecting a Hollywood foundation with a global
perspective.

For more information, visit www.bigfoot.com.
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